
Prayer Journal



This prayer journal has been prepared especially for the 
Because We Believe journey. God, in His Word, speaks on 
the topic of money more than any other topic. His insight 
on generous and sacrificial giving gives us a roadmap on 
how He expects us to conduct our lives regarding our own 
finances.

Use this journal daily. As you read through each day, I pray 
that God will speak to your heart about what your part will 
be in this exciting journey. I pray it will encourage you and 
hopefully challenge you.

Finally, we ask you to pray for our church. First, pray for 
God to provide! And secondly, pray that God will move in 
the hearts of our people. Pray that they will seek to listen 
to Him and ultimately surrender to Him. Whatever that 
might be. As we learn about being obedient to Him, He 
promises to be with us every step of the way. That is what 
faith is all about!

John Jackson
Lead Pastor



Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV) “For I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then 
you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when 
you see me with all your heart.”

One of my favorite verses for years has been Jeremiah 
29:11-13. It is filled with such promise, such optimism, 
and such hope. What makes this even more powerful is 
that it comes from God. This is not the hopeful wishes 
of men, but the assured promise of God. When He says 
something, He means it! Even when we may look around 
and feel like we don’t have hope, God says, “I have a 
plan.” This has become a claimed verse for our church 
and this spiritual focus.

While God says that He is providing hope and a future for 
us, it is up to us to claim it. I believe that God expects us to 
choose the path for our lives and our spiritual community. 
We could go in many different directions and miss God’s 
plan all together. The Children of Israel wandered 
aimlessly for forty years until a faithless generation died 
off before their community reengaged with God’s plan. 
What a waste! What a missed opportunity! Unfortunately, 
some choose to simply live life, take it as it comes, and 
have no focus, passion, or purpose.

Here’s why I get so excited about this promise. God is 
making an offer to us to be a part of what He wants to 
do in our church, our community, and beyond. WE CAN 
CHOOSE to be a part of God’s work in this world around 
us. WE CAN have a future and a hope! Pray with me that 
we don’t miss that. Make a choice as an individual or as 
a family; let’s make a choice as a spiritual community 
to find and follow God’s path toward the future. DO NOT 
MISS OUT! Because We Believe, the last part of the 
promise says that you will find God when you look with all 
sincerity. We are making financial commitments, spiritual 
commitments, and service commitments that are a part 
of God’s future which is filled with awe-inspiring plans 
and a hope for our days. Because We Believe, God never 
takes us on a journey that He doesn’t teach us something 
in the process. I can’t wait to see what He has for our 
future at The Gathering as we claim our part. Decide 
right now; choose your part of God’s work. Commit your 
life and your finances to God, Because We Believe.

John Jackson

DAY 1

Q?
God promises that He will provide 
hope and a future. Am I relying on 
that promise or am I still trying to 
do it all myself? Have I asked God 
to help me? I am going to do so now 
and write the request down here.
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Proverbs 3:9-10 (Msg) “Honor God with everything you 
own; give him the first and the best. Your barns will 
burst, your wine vats will brim over.”

Over the years, my wife and I have come to enjoy eating 
out. When we go to a restaurant, the service is key to 
the enjoyment of the evening. At the end of the meal, we 
honor the waiter or waitress by giving them a 15% or 20% 
tip.

If we give a 15% or 20% tip to someone who serves us 
a meal, how much more should we honor our Lord? 
There are various ways that we honor our Lord. We can 
honor Him with our lives, by worshipping Him, and by 
proclaiming the hope and peace we have in Him. But one 
very significant and important way to honor the Lord is 
giving back to Him the first and best of what has been 
given to us. When we give honor to the Lord, we should 
put our money where our mouth is.

Over the next few weeks, please take a moment to 
meditate on this scripture. Step out in faith and honor the 
Lord with everything that you own. In return, He will give 
you blessings (not always monetary) that you have never 
experienced before.

Mark Jones

DAY 2

Q?
Am I honoring God in my daily walk 
with Him? What are some areas 
that need work?
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Acts 4:32; 5:1-2 (NLT) “All the believers were of one 
heart and mind, and they felt that what they owned was 
not their own; they shared everything they had. There 
was also a man named Ananias who, with his wife, 
Sapphira, sold some property. He brought part of the 
money to the apostles, but he claimed it was the full 
amount. His wife had agreed to this deception.”

Many of you know my affection for the book of Acts; it is a 
wonderful book that describes the events which shaped 
and grew the fledging Christian Church. The first few 
chapters remind me so much of the awesome fellowship 
we have at The Gathering.

One of my favorite passages is in Acts 4:32 to 5:10 which 
recounts one of the most powerful lessons on giving in 
scripture.

But let’s first set the stage; Acts 4:32 says, “All the 
believers were united in heart and mind.” I believe that 
this description of the new church in Jerusalem is a 
vivid picture of the fellowship we have at The Gathering. 
The verse goes on to say, “and they felt that what they 
owned was not their own, so they shared everything they 
had.” I wouldn’t say that we have quite achieved this 
level of closeness; however, the many acts of generosity 
evidenced at The Gathering are a true testament of the 
maturity of our members. Acts 4:33 goes on to report 
that “God’s great blessing was on them all.”

Just when things were going so well, the Devil took the 
opportunity to attack. Ananias and Sapphira yearned for 
the praise of men. So they conspired together to sell some 
land and give a portion of the money to the church. But, 
Ananias and Sapphira lied to Peter and the Holy Spirit 
saying that their gift was all the money. Luke reports that 
the Holy Spirit struck them dead for this lie.

What lesson do we take away? God cares about the 
motivation for our gifts, not the size the gift. 2 Corinthians 
9:7 says, “Each man should give what he has decided in 
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.” We are not giving for praise; 
we are giving to praise a loving God.

Jim Reveal

Family Time
Ask each family member to list some ways that your 
family could bless a friend, a neighbor or even someone 
you don’t even know. Pick one thing to do together.

DAY 3

Q?
What are my true motivations? Am 
I a cheerful giver of not only my 
finances but also my time and my 
talents? I’m going to ask God to 
help me have pure motivations.
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Matthew 19:21-22 (Msg) “‘If you want to give it all 
you’ve got,’ Jesus replied, ‘go sell your possessions; 
give everything to the poor. All your wealth will then 
be in heaven. Then come follow me.’ That was the last 
thing the young man expected to hear. And so, crest-
fallen, he walked away. He was holding on tight to a lot 
of things, and he couldn’t bear to let go.”

This Bible verse has spoken to me many times in my life; 
when I could relate to the young wealthy man and even 
when I couldn’t financially relate, the Lord’s words still 
stung. I have often held onto things that kept me from 
God’s will.

I believe many of us hold onto things that run interference 
with our opportunities for spiritual fulfillment. Whether 
it’s career, social, family or self induced, we barter with 
God about our role as His followers and the sacrifices 
that go with it.

But Jesus is offering us the best investment opportunity 
on the market! Here is what I mean. Have you looked at 
your high school yearbook recently? You may have had 
the latest fashions and hair style back then. But we hide 
those pictures now. And what happened to that cool 
group of people you hung with who all swore would be 
BFF (best friends forever)?

When we have the perspective of time and relativity, it 
changes everything. God has the best perspective of all. 
He wants us to invest in something we will never have to 
hide or be ashamed of. Ask God right now, “What things 
do you want me to give up?”

Monnie Bush

DAY 4

Q?
I’m going to ask God right now to 
take control of my life.
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Matthew 25:26 (Msg) “The master was furious. ‘That’s 
a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously like 
that! If you knew I was after the best, why did you do 
less than the least?’”

You know, I love this passage of the Parable of the Talents. 
It reminds me that our God is never satisfied with the 
status quo, ordinary, mundane, plain. God is interested 
in the very best. God’s philosophy of “the best” includes 
you and me. Yes, you are a part of greatness. God has 
given you your looks, your personality, your gifts and 
abilities and yes, even your experiences to prepare you 
for greatness. But, your greatness fails when you see it 
as something that is just yours.

You see, God gave you the resources you have as a part of 
His design. The reason that God wants us to be the best 
and to give our best is because it is part of His plan. His 
plan is ultimately for our good, the good of others and the 
honor to Whom it is due…our great God. Can you imagine 
what God must be up to in your life and the life of The 
Gathering?

Dan Shows

Family Time
Did we spend time with God today? If not, discuss ways 
that He can be the priority in our day.

DAY 5

Q?
Do I feel great? Am I part of His 
plan or am I trying to fit Him into 
mine?
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Galatians 5:16,18 (NLT) “So I say, let the Holy Spirit 
guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your 
sinful nature craves. But when you are directed by 
the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of 
Moses.”

Letting the Holy Spirit guide your life can be exciting, 
challenging and quite often take us out of our comfort 
zones.

Five years ago, it became clear that I was no longer living 
in a safe neighborhood. Being a widow, my daughter 
and son-in-law encouraged me to sell my house; I really 
didn’t want to move, but knew this was a step I needed to 
take. I had no clue where to go. I sought the Lord, asking 
Him to make it crystal clear what He wanted me to do.

I listed my house on a Monday; Tuesday I got a call that 
someone wanted to buy my house at full price! Saturday 
I looked at a house and put a contract on it. In a nutshell, 
I listed, sold, bought and moved – all in a month! If that 
wasn’t enough to make it clear … Here’s the rest of the 
story.

The housing development to where I moved was called 
Green Pastures, based on Psalm 23. Every street in the 
neighborhood had a biblically based name. My street was 
Garden Drive. I thought of the old hymn “In the Garden” 
where it says, “I come to the garden alone … and He walks 
with me and He talks with me and He tells me I am His 
own. And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other 
has ever known.” Awesome!

This huge step prepared me to follow His leading when 
just a year and a half later God made it clear for me to 
leave all familiar territory to come to the Dayton area to 
be the assistant to John and Dan. It’s been an amazing 
journey and I’m so glad the Holy Spirit guided me, walking 
with me every step of the way.

What about you? Is the Holy Spirit challenging you to step 
out of your comfort zone? To take a risk? To go beyond 
what you think you can do? It’s worth the risk – He’ll be 
with you every step of the way!

Carolyn Marshall

DAY 6

Q?
What is one step that I could take 
today to allow God’s Spirit to lead?
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Psalm 24:1 (NLT) “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything 
in it. The world and all its people belong to Him.”

Everything? Does this passage literally mean everything? 
Does it mean my wife, my children, my grandchildren, my 
home, my car, and my job - literally everything? Well, yes, 
He did create the earth and everything in it. Well, yes, He 
did give me all the things I need. Then yes, everything in 
this world is the Lord’s. Therefore, the things I generally 
consider to be mine are not really mine; they are the 
Lord’s.

Given that the earth and everything in it is the Lord’s, that 
gives us a tremendous amount of freedom in managing 
the things God has given to us. He has called us to be a 
good steward of these resources. Yet knowing that these 
resources are His, it frees us to use these resources in 
carrying out His ministry. By supporting His ministry, in 
effect, we are giving back to Him some of the resources 
He has given to us. Resources such as our time, our 
skills, our prayers, our influence, and our finances can 
be used by Him in His ministry.

Join me in this prayer, “Holy Father, I thank you for being 
God, who is and always will be. Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity to partner with you in carrying out your 
ministry here on earth. Give me your wisdom in being 
a good steward of your resources and show me the 
resources you would have me return to you as part of 
this ministry. Help me to be faithful, available, and have a 
teachable heart in your ministry here on earth. Amen!”

Dave Michaels

Family Time
What am I good at? How can I help minister in God’s 
Kingdom? (Parents of younger children, share with 
them what you see as some of their talents.)

DAY 7

Q?
How can I use what I have, large or 
small, to be a part of carrying out 
God’s mission?
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1 Timothy 6:7 (NLT) “After all, we brought nothing with 
us when we came into the world, and we can’t take 
anything with us when we leave it.”

Through my teens, a version of 1 Timothy 6:7 stuck with 
me. My father would use this in reference to the lean 
financial circumstances we lived with. “Don’t need to 
worry about any inheritances in our family; your mother 
and I are leaving this earth with the same stuff we came 
here with,” he would say. I believe we really did exist 
from “paycheck to paycheck”. It was evident there was 
going to be little of monetary value remaining when my 
parents passed on. I often thought that the verse gave 
them comfort because it permitted them to feel adequate 
as they were forced to manage their meager checkbook. 
One thing is for certain, they worked hard to provide the 
necessities of life for each of their four children.

At this stage of my life, though, the verse has taken 
on a totally different meaning because I have been so 
personally blessed with the comforts of life that we 
often take for granted. I have had the opportunity to visit 
many places in the world where the next meal, adequate 
housing, healthcare and even clothing and shoes are not 
a given. I have always attempted to provide for my family 
and the loved ones around me, but I have been hesitant 
to reach out and share my resources with others whose 
names or faces are not known to me. I understand that 
God has placed a responsibility on each of His believers 
to expand His Kingdom. In doing so, we must commit 
our time, prayers, attention and financial resources to 
convey His Word to everyone and, most importantly, to 
emulate His message of love and compassion for others 
in our community and throughout the world. Nothing that 
I do gives me more satisfaction than the joy that comes 
through others when I have sacrificed for their benefit.

I will always struggle with determining the degree of 
sacrifice required of my financial and material resources, 
and I am certain that I will continue to place too much 
value on money and possessions. But as the days of my 
life pass, I believe God is working to provide clarity to the 
message conveyed in 1Timothy 6:7.

Dave Bechtel

DAY 8

Q?
What is God asking me to sacrifice 
for the benefit of others?
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1 Corinthians 4:2 (NLT) “Now, a person who is put in 
charge as a manager must be faithful.”

Would it surprise you to learn that God has given you a 
position as manager? In every aspect of life you must 
manage your choices, sometimes for your benefit and 
sometimes for others’. God has given each of us time, 
talents, and resources; we are then given the freedom to 
manage the way we use these gifts.

God wants us to love and serve Him, and we have the 
choice to be faithful to Him or choose our own way. Jesus 
paid the price for that freedom! What is required of me is 
so small in view of the price paid for my redemption and 
the reward of eternity with the Lord I love.

I can choose the world’s idea of “success” and have 
power and the praise of men, or I can choose to find 
“significance” in the life I have now and gain the rewards 
for being faithful in the things God has asked of me - 
to love and serve others, spreading the Good News of 
the love God has for us. As I learn to look at the world 
through the eyes of Jesus, I find my views of things are 
much different - sometimes scary, exciting, confusing, 
and sorrowful…but a much softer spirit and love for the 
lost, the hurting and the hopeless.

Nola Lynch

Family Time 
Talk about what is valuable. With your children, find 
two objects: one of great value and one of lesser value. 
How do we view Jesus? Is He valuable to us?

DAY 9

Q?
What is my view of God today? How 
am I treating Him? Like the King or 
a lucky charm?
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Mark 8:36 (NLT) “And how do you benefit if you gain the 
whole world but lose your own soul in the process?”

This is a profound question that each of us must answer. 
Pastor John’s moving message, “The Struggle For 
Peace,” beautifully illustrated the truth in Isaiah 53:5 that 
Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice to make the way for us 
to live with Him for eternity – where we will experience 
everlasting love, joy, and peace.

Obviously, we do not benefit if we gain the whole world 
(which will pass away), but give up eternal joy for our 
soul. God’s Word assures us of the gift of eternal life 
when we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior. Yet even with 
this blessed assurance, we want to hold onto certain 
things of this world. So we need to ask ourselves if there 
is anything we are holding onto (making an idol of) that 
is hindering our relationship with our precious Lord. This 
could be harboring bitterness, getting caught up in the 
“to do” list of life, pleasing people instead of the Lord, 
holding on too tightly to material possessions, becoming 
addicted to (fill in the blank)…and the list goes on. Mark 
8:35 (NLT) tells us that “If you try to keep your life for 
yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for 
My sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will find 
true life.”

The Lord has blessed us beyond measure with the 
opportunity He has placed before us at The Gathering to 
start anew. Romans 8:28 (NLT), “…God causes everything 
to work together for the good of those who love God and 
are called according to His purpose for them.” He has 
been teaching us about giving up control, trusting Him, 
and allowing Him to lead. We need to continue learning 
at His feet, asking ourselves, “What does the Lord want of 
us individually and as the Body of Christ as we go forward 
in this beautiful season?” Pastor John has stated in his 
Uncommon Grace that Because We Believe “…is a call 
to action…a declaration…a commitment which involves 
everyone’s personal participation…As the plans unfold, 
and as the future becomes more clear, we are all going 
to be called upon to share our resources, our time, our 
talents, and our gifts to watch the patchwork of what God 
is pulling together in us.” We need to be obedient and 
yield to God Who is faithful to heal and to provide for all of 
our needs. What is God asking of you?

Pam Doyon

DAY 10

Q?
Do I have peace in my life? What 
action is God calling me to do today? 
What commitment is He asking me 
to make that I can’t ignore?
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Mark 12:41-44 (NASB) “And He sat down opposite the 
treasury, and began observing how the multitudes were 
putting money into the treasury; and many rich people 
were putting in large sums. Then a poor widow came 
and put in two small copper coins, which amounted to a 
cent. And calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, 
‘Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all 
the contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out 
of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all 
she owned, all she had to live on.’”

Can you imagine the sneers and whispers going on 
behind this woman’s back as she placed her gift in the 
collection box? Some probably wondered why she even 
bothered. How could the equivalence of one cent make 
any difference compared to what the rich were giving? 
Those that knew she was giving all she had probably 
thought her to be a fool. How will she live? What will she 
eat? She must be one taco short of a combination plate.

Who do you relate to more? Those who give God what’s 
left over…if anything, or the widow who literally gave 
God every last penny? She could have given one coin 
and felt very good about giving 50%, but she chose to 
give 100%. Foolish in the world’s eyes…perhaps, but not 
in God’s eyes. Jesus makes it very clear with whom He 
is more pleased. God does look at the amount we give, 
not compared to others, but compared to ourselves. He 
commands us to give at least 10% of everything we have 
back to Him. Why? Does He need the money? Of course 
not. He wants our hearts to be right, placing Him above 
everything else. “See if I will not open the floodgates of 
Heaven and pour out a blessing for you without measure.” 
(Malachi 3:9). God knows what we need. He simply asks 
us to trust Him and to be good stewards of His many 
blessings, blessing us even more in return. This is one of 
the ways He prepares us for eternal life.

Reading Pastor John’s “Uncommon Grace” on our 
website reminds us of our daily mission. While we have 
come a long way in spreading God’s message of hope 
and healing to the broken and hurting of the Miami 
Valley in our short 18-month history, we have not even 
scratched the surface. Consider the poor widow and her 
faithfulness again as you prayerfully consider your after-
tithe gift for The Gathering’s new home. Pray for God’s 
clarity that you may know beyond any doubt what He is 
asking you to give. Also pray for boldness that you may 
have the courage to be obedient to Him. Will God look 
at our church in the months to come and see a body of 
believers where every heart is right with Him and every 
member has given generously and cheerfully to further 
His Kingdom? It’s up to each one of us…Blessings!

David Laake

Q?
Have I prayed for boldness in being 
obedient to God? I am going to ask 
for His help right now.

______________________________

______________________________
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______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

DAY 11



Q?
Have I told my family and friends 
lately that I love and appreciate 
them?

______________________________
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_____________________________
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______________________________
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______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Philippians 4:17 (NLT) “I don’t say this because I want 
a gift from you. Rather, I want you to receive a reward 
for your kindness.”

Paul was so appreciative of his friends in Philippi and for 
their loving gifts that they continued to send him during 
his time of need. He knew it went much deeper than them 
taking care of him, though; and he wanted to make sure 
they knew that as well. Paul made it clear to his friends 
that their giving in obedience made the way for God to 
bless them. He goes on to tell them in the proceeding 
verses that God promises to meet their needs because of 
their sacrificial giving.

Does this mean that all we have to do is give and this 
allows us the right to barter with God about what we 
feel our needs are? Absolutely not. God knows exactly 
what our needs are and He will meet them as He sees 
necessary. The lesson to be learned is that God wants us 
to sacrificially give so that He may bless us. Paul wasn’t 
as concerned about his needs being met by his friends 
as he was about them understanding that their giving is 
a fragrant offering to God and is very pleasing to Him. I 
believe this is the message that God wants us to learn 
from these passages as well.

It is good for us to give and lay up our treasures in 
Heaven, not on earth. Our sacrificial giving blesses God 
and He in turn wants to meet our needs. Just think of 
the blessings we may be missing – ones that God is just 
waiting to send our way – because we haven’t considered 
what He is asking us to do with the resources that He has 
so generously given to us. Are you willing to lay down the 
world’s view of giving and step out in faith to sacrificially 
give? God is ready with His promises of many blessings if 
we will only have faith and believe what He says.

Lori Laake

Family Time
Go around the room and let each family member 
express why they appreciate the other. Be specific!

DAY 12



1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NLT) “Teach those who are rich 
in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their 
money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in 
God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 
Tell them to use their money to do good. They should 
be rich in good works and generous to those in need, 
always being ready to share with others. By doing 
this they will be storing up their treasure as a good 
foundation for the future so that they may experience 
true life.”

We live in a culture that moves fast. We can get a burger 
and fries in less than three minutes, and we can download 
new music in a matter of seconds. Unfortunately, this 
fast pace usually means we don’t stop to think about the 
money that constantly comes and goes, passing through 
our hands feeding our desire for more. But did you know 
throughout Jesus’ ministry one of His most prevalent 
topics was money? That’s right. The way we use our 
resources is important to God.

There’s a thin green line between our hearts and our 
money, and one of the ways that is visible is when it comes 
to giving. When we give money, whether it’s to a person in 
need, an organization or a local church, we become a part 
of another story. That coin, that dollar becomes a part of 
something bigger and connects our hearts to God’s in 
a way that moves beyond something that benefits us or 
something we should do. It becomes something we get to 
do to understand the character of God.

Giving is a reflection of how you see God. When you 
understand who He is and begin to understand what He 
is doing, then it becomes easier to give because you can 
see that your gift is connecting you to Someone bigger. 
The more we give, the more natural it becomes. Over 
time, giving changes the way we view our stuff and the 
way we view other people. Giving becomes a part of who 
we are. And in the process, we understand God’s heart 
even more and we gain an even bigger sense of wonder 
and awe about all He has given to us.

Jake Daniel

Family Time
Have your children think of their favorite possession – 
something they’re proud of having. Talk together about 
how God loves us SO much more than we love our most 
favorite things – even more than we love each other.

DAY 13

Q?
How am I viewing my stuff? Do I 
own it or does it own me?

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

_____________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________



2 Chronicles 16:9 (NLT) “For the eyes of the LORD range 
throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts 
are fully committed to him...”

God is at work…. And miraculously He asks us to join 
Him, to be willing, to be open. That’s it. So why is that so 
hard? I know that in my own life it means taking time to 
quiet the “noise” around me and sit down and listen for 
His voice. It also requires a soft heart that is willing to 
sacrifice my will and my way for His. So now, I’m ready… 
Still the honest truth is that God, Creator of heaven and 
earth, doesn’t need us… and yet He asks, “Will you?”

2 Chronicles 16:9 reveals this amazing truth: “For the eyes 
of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen 
those whose hearts are fully committed to him…” Isn’t 
that amazing? That the God of the universe is in constant 
pursuit of people (His eyes roaming throughout the 
earth on a mission) for those who are fully committed, 
not partially, not occasionally, but fully and wholly His. 
My heart leaps when I ponder that verse. “Here I am, 
Lord; choose me, strengthen me for Your work and Your 
kingdom purposes!”

We’re about to embark on another amazing segment 
of the journey that God set in motion, and He asks us… 
“Are you willing?” “The road ahead is steep with many 
obstacles; are you committed?” “It may mean personal 
sacrifice.” “Are you ready?” Yet, in it all of this I hear the 
Father’s comforting words, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” And His words in Jeremiah 33:3 that say, 
“Call to me and I will answer you and show you great and 
unsearchable things.”

Remember, He is at work! All He asks from us is to join 
Him.

Amy Nicholls

DAY 14

Q?
Am I being obedient to God’s 
calling? What would help me be 
able to say, “Yes, Lord, choose me”? 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

_____________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________
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______________________________
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______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________



NOTES TO SELF
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Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV) “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you 
see me with all your heart.”

All of the devotionals were personally prepared by members of our Board, Management and 
Ministry Team leaders and Staff.

Board Members:
Mark Jones, David Laake, Dave Michaels

Management and Ministry Team Leaders:
Jim Reveal, Dave Bechtel, Pam Doyon

Staff Members
John Jackson – Lead Pastor, Dan Shows – Associate Pastor, Jake Daniel – Next Generation Pastor, 
Monnie Bush- Director of Victory Project, Carolyn Marshall – Assistant, Nola Lynch – Assistant, 
Lori Laake – Director of Small Groups, Amy Nicholls – Director of Worship



Tell Your Story
How has God changed you during this time? Where are you? Are you still seeking answers? Take 
a minute to let us know. Keep it anonymous or use first names only. Drop it in the offering box on 
Sunday. We cannot wait to hear your story 
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